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Human rights and technologies: the impact of 

digital surveillance and intrusion systems           
21 January  

 

The joint hearing served as a 

first step in the preparation of 

the DROI/AFET INI report on 

the same topic (Rapporteur: 

Marietje Schaake). In the first 

panel the issue of export 

controls of EU-made products 

and services that are 

potentially damaging to 

human rights and misused by 

other countries was discussed 

from the perspective of the 

telecoms industry (Mr 

Magnus Nordéus, Issue Manager for export controls, 

DIGITALEUROPE), the hackers (Mr Christian Horchert, 

Fukami, Chaos Computer Club), and academia (Mr Ben 

Wagner, Centre for Internet & Human Rights, European 

University Viadrina).  

The second panel focused on the human rights 

implications of digital surveillance. The rich discussion 

centred on presentations by Mr Frank La Rue, Former 

UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection 

of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression, Prof. 

Dr. Marianne Kneuer from the University of 

Hildesheim, Mr Kenneth Page from Privacy 

International, Ms Sarah McKune from the Citizen Lab, 

University of Toronto and was rounded up by Mr 

Wenzel Michalski, Director, Human Rights Watch 

Germany. The main message was that human rights 

cannot and should not come a poor second to security 

considerations or export interests.  

Press Release 

 

Exchange of views with Ambassador Robert 

King on the human rights situation in North 

Korea, 21 January 

 

US Special Envoy Ambassador Robert King presented 

the state of play regarding the follow-up to the ground-

breaking 2014 UN Commission of Inquiry report and 

UN resolutions on the human rights situation in the 

DPRK.  

He emphasised the need 

for cooperation among 

like-minded partner 

countries at the UN and 

noted the important role 

the new UN field office 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150120STO11203/html/Surveillance-can-the-EU-ensure-the-democratic-usage-of-its-technologies
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in Seoul (to be opened in March 2015) could play. 

Members' questions focused on the (lack of) policy tools 

available to influence Pyongyang in the light of the 

nuclear programme and economic relations, possible 

sanctions, the role of third countries, such as China, as 

well as North Korean workers posted abroad under 

special government schemes. Exceptionally, the South 

Korean Ambassador was given the floor to offer Seoul's 

perspective. Further discussions took place as part of a 

working lunch hosted by the DROI Chair following the 

public meeting. 

 

Update on the case of Raif Badawi in Saudi 

Arabia, 21 January 

 

DROI Members heard a brief update on the case of Raif 

Badawi, the Saudi Arabian blogger who has been given a 

very harsh long-term prison sentence, involving severe 

corporal punishment (flogging) to be carried out over the 

course of the next 20 weeks. Amnesty International 

briefed DROI on the latest developments regarding the 

case, and the EEAS described the EU's response so far. 

Members denounced the sentence and called for the 

authorities to refrain from carrying out the flogging 

punishment and ensure that Mr Badawi is given any 

medical attention he may require. President Schulz has 

reacted to the case and the DROI Chair has issued a press 

statement. 

The European Parliament adopted an urgency resolution 

on the case of Mr Raif Badawi, Saudi Arabia, on 12 

February 2015. 

 

 

 

 

Election of the 2nd Vice-Chair, 2 February  

 

At the request of the political groups, an election was 

held to appoint the second Vice-Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Human Rights. Ms Beatriz Becerra 

Basterrechea (ALDE, Spain) was elected by 

acclamation. 

 

Exchange of views on the disappearance of 43 

teaching students in Mexico , 2 February  

 

The Subcommittee welcomed the parents of two of the 

missing students from the Ayotzinapa teacher college, 

who disappeared on 26 September 2014. Mrs Hilda 

Legideño Vargas, mother of Jorge Tizapa Legideño, 

and Mr Bernabé Abrajan Gaspar, father of Adán 

Abraján de la Cruz made a plea for justice for the 43 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125040/BEATRIZ_BECERRA+BASTERRECHEA_home.html
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students and asked that state investigations remain open 

until all concerns are fully addressed.  

Members concurred that the investigation into the 

disappearance should not be closed until the events and 

culprits are clarified. Members also agreed to make a 

specific request to DG DEVCO that part of the funds 

allocated under the European Instrument for Democracy 

and Human Rights (EIDHR) for Mexico be set aside for 

projects related to the disappearance of the students and 

providing support to their families for, for example, legal 

assistance.  

The European Parliament adopted an urgency resolution 

on the disappearance of the 43 teaching students in 

Mexico on 23 October 2014. 

 

Exchange of views with Bert Theuermann, 

COHOM Chair, on the EU's priorities for the 

upcoming UN HRC session, 2 February  

 

Mr Bert Theuermann 

announced that HR/VP 

Mogherini attaches great 

importance to the UN Human 

Rights Council and will be 

present in Geneva for the high-

level segment on 3 March 

2015.  

Commitment to a multilateral 

human rights system, the 

independence of the Human 

Rights Council, respect for 

freedom of speech and association, gender equality, 

Bejing +20, and the rights of the child constitute, among 

others, the EU’s thematic priorities. 

Mr Theuermann also gave a list of areas on which the EU 

will focus particular attention eg. ISIL (Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant) terrorist actions in Syria and Iraq, 

and conflict-ravaged countries such as Mali, Central 

Africa, South Sudan. The EU is also pushing for the 

prolongation of the Special Rapporteur’s mandate on 

Iran. Human rights violations and violence in the 

Democratic Republic of Korea, Myanmar, Egypt, and 

Ukraine remain of concern to the EU.   

 

DROI Delegation to Dhaka, Bangladesh 

16-20 February 
 

On 16-20 February 2015, a delegation of three DROI 

Members visited Bangladesh in order to address human 

rights questions including labour rights, as well as the 

effects of the current political crisis. The delegation 

was chaired by MEP Christian Dan Preda (EPP, RO) 

who was  accompanied by MEPs Josef Weidenholzer 

(S&D, AT), and Karol Karski (ECR, PL). 

 

The intense programme allowed for interaction with 

key government and opposition representatives, civil 

society, trade unions and the business community, and 

provided a timely opportunity to reiterate messages on 

important human rights concerns  and to echo calls 

from the international community and Bangladeshi 

civil society for an end to the violence and for the 

political crisis to be solved.  

The main issues covered were labour rights, civil and 

political rights and freedom of expression, the death 

penalty, women's and children's rights and the situation 

of the 300 000 - 500 000 Rohingya refugees. 
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The delegation visited a medium-sized Dhaka-based 

factory to gain first-hand experience of labour conditions 

and safety issues. 

The delegation also undertook a field visit to Mirpur 

(district of Dhaka) to visit a school and a project linked 

to children's migration to urban areas. 

 

 

Freedom of religion or belief: Christians and 

other religious minorities in the Middle East, 

26 February 

 

The joint hearing  with the Delegation for relations 

with the Mashreq countries focused on Christians and 

other religious minorities in the Middle East. The 

hearing included contributions from Father Nawras 

Sammour (Jesuit Refugee Service in Syria), Daniel 

Hoffman (NGO Middle East Concern), William 

Spencer, (Institute for International Law and Human 

Rights), Ms Alison Smith (International Criminal 

Justice Program of the NGO No Peace Without 

Justice), and Esther Kattenberg (European Platform on 

Religious Intolerance or Discrimination).  

A vivid picture was given of the level of human despair 

experienced in war-torn Syria where hardships fall 

even more substantially on religious and other 

minorities, who have continued to face discrimination 

over the longer term.  

Several MEPs emphasised the need for the EU to do 

more and to coordinate international efforts better to 

help vulnerable groups, IDPs and refugees. Thousands 

of children have no access to education, with a 

potentially destructive impact on their future and on the 

social fabric of their communities, also raising the 

spectre of radicalisation among them.  

Press release 

 

Follow-up to urgency resolutions 

 
 

Burundi: Elena Valenciano welcomes the release of 

journalist Bob Rugurika, 27 January 

Elena Valenciano, Chair of the Subcommittee on 

Human Rights in the European Parliament, welcomed 

the release of Bob Rugurica by Burundi following 

Parliament's resolution in February calling for his 

immediate release. Bob Rugurika thanked the European 

Parliament for its strong support in a statement.  

 

Mauritania: DROI Chair Elena Valenciano 

condemns the imprisonment of anti-slavery activist 

Biram Dah Abeid 22 January 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150225STO26905/html/Religious-minorities-at-risk-in-Middle-East-Death-has-become-something-banal


Issue No. 20, Jan-Feb 2015 

 

 

 5 

Following the sentence to a two-years in prison   handed 

down to   Biram Dah Abeid, Brahim Biala Ramdhane 

and Djiby Sow (the latter was released under judicial 

control in November 2014) on 15 January by a 

Mauritanian Court, the Chair of the Subcommittee on 

Human Rights in the European Parliament mad e the 

following statement: 

 

"It is outrageous that in the 21st century peaceful 

protesting against slavery is still charged under anti-

terrorism law with imprisonment in Mauritania.  

 

All press statements by the DROI Chair are available 

here 

 

 

 

 

 

Current reports and opinions 

 
Report on the Annual Report on Human Rights and 

Democracy in the World 2013 and the European 

Union policy on the matter 2014/2216(INI) 

Rapporteur: Panzeri Pier Antonio (S&D, IT) 

Adoption in plenary: 12 March 2015 

A8-0023/2015 

 

Draft report on Human rights and technology: the 

impact of intrusion and surveillance systems on 

human rights in third countries 2014/2232(INI)  

Rapporteur : Schaake Marietje (ALDE, NL) 

Deadline for amendments: 23 March 2015, 12.00 

PR-PE549.160v02-00 

 

Draft report on the EU's new approach to human 

rights and democracy – evaluating the activities of the 

European Endowment for Democracy (EED) since its 

establishment 2014/2231(INI) 

Rapporteur : Grzyb Andrzej (EPP, PL) 

Deadline for amendments: 14 April 2015, 12.00 

PR-PE544.402v01-00 

 

Human rights-related resolutions adopted in 

plenary 2015 

 

February 2015 - Strasbourg 

Resolutions: Burundi, the case of Bob Rugurka; Saudi 

Arabia, the case of Raif Badawi; Mass graves of the 

missing persons of Ashia in Ornithi village in the 

occupied part of Cyprus. 

 

January 2015 - Strasbourg 

Resolutions: Situation in Libya; Freedom of expression 

in Turkey: Recent arrests of journalists, media 

executives and systematic pressure against media; 

Situation in Egypt; Situation in Ukraine; The case of 

Alexei Navalny in Russia; The Peshawar school attack 

in Pakistan; Homosexual propaganda bill in 

Kyrgyzstan. 

Link to all resolutions 

 

Next DROI Meetings 

 

The next DROI meetings will take place on the 

following days: 

 Tuesday, 17 March 2015 (morning and 

afternoon sessions) 

 Thursday, 26 March 2015 (morning session) 

 Thursday 16 April 2015 (morning session) 

 Thursday 23 April 2015 (morning session) 

 

Link to DROI Calendar 2015  

 

LINKS: 

DROI Webpage 

DROI Live 

DROI studies 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the DROI Newsletter 

DROI on Facebook:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/droi/publications.html?tab=Press%20Statements
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2015-0023&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-549.160%2b02%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-544.402%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2015.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20the%20Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Human-Rights-Subcommittee-European-Parliament/149764928468466
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Twitter 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights

